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body-wall — assumes an entirely new function — the formation of a 
limb — because of the peculiar needs of the organism.] r^ j> rj 

The Journal of Comparative Neurology x begins its eighth volume 
with a commendable number of original contributions and its usual 
full series of literary notices. Dr. Alfred Schaper gives an account 
of the finer structure of the Selachian cerebellum, as shown by 
chrome-silver preparations. Dr. P. A. Fish describes the brain of 
the fur seal, Callorhinus ursinus, and discusses the nerve cell as a unit. 
C. L. Herrick contributes three articles : one on the " Physiological 
Corollaries of the Equilibrium Theory of Nervous Action and Control " ; 
a second " On Cortical Motor Centres "; and a third, in conjunction 
with G. E. Coghill, on the " Somatic Equilibrium and the Nerve 
Endings in the Skin." The number of collaborators on the Journal 
has been increased, and now includes Prof. H. H. Donaldson, Prof. 
L. Edinger, Prof. A. van Gehuchten, Prof. G. C. Huber, Dr. B. F. 
Kingsbury, Prof. F. S. Lee, and Dr. A. Meyer. q jj_ p 

Physiological Archives. — The University of Chicago has pub- 
lished a second volume of Physiological Archives, under the editorship 
of Professor Jacques Loeb. The volume contains seventeen contri- 
butions, mostly reprints from articles by Professor Loeb and his 
pupils, and affords substantial evidence of the activity of the Hull 
Physiological Laboratory. q h p 

We are glad to see that the Macmillan Company announce for early 
publication General Physiology ; an Outline of the Science of Life, by 
Max Verworn, M.D., Ph.D., Professor of Physiology in the Medical 
Faculty of the University of Jena. Translated from the second 
German edition and edited by Frederic S. Lee, Ph.D., adjunct Pro- 
fessor of Physiology in Columbia University. 



ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Observations on the Muscular Variations of the Human Races. 2 

— Notwithstanding the exhaustive studies that have been devoted to 
the human skeleton, there yet remain many unsolved problems per- 
taining to the relation of culture, environment, and race to the 

1 The Journal of Comparative Neurology, vol. viii, July, 1S98, Nos. 1 and 2. 

2 Chudzinski, Th. Observations sur les variations musculaires dans les races 
humaines, Memoires de la Society a" Anthropologic de Paris ; 1, ii, Fasc. ii, 1898. 
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form of the skeleton. Much less is known concerning the effect of 
these factors upon the more perishable portions of the body. The 
material is not agreeable to handle and the opportunity comes to 
but few. Dr. The'ophile Chudzinski improved the opportunity which 
presented itself to him during the period of twenty years in which 
he was connected with the laboratory of the School of Anthropology 
of Paris, and published the results of his indefatigable investigations 
in the field of comparative myology in a number of papers upon the 
variation of the muscles in the different races. From the vast quan- 
tity of laboratory notes and manuscripts which he had accumulated 
Professor Manouvrier announces in an introductory note that a num- 
ber of papers are to be published soon. The present memoir deals 
with thirty-five muscles, chiefly those of the upper extremities. The 
known variations of each muscle are considered with frequent allu- 
sions to dissections by the author other than those represented in 
the succeeding tables ; then a section is devoted to the comparative 
anatomy of the muscle; this is followed by a presentation of the 
" Anthropological " characters, with tables showing the mean, max- 
imum, and minimum dimensions, insertions, etc. The " Conclu- 
sions" briefly recapitulate the facts presented in the case of each 
muscle. The use of a different kind of type in these summaries 
would have enhanced the value of the work. It is not claimed that 
the results are final, nor is the classification of the subjects dissected, 
as noire or Jaime, above criticism. However, the memoir contains 
a rich store of information for the somatologist. 

Publications of the Societe d' Anthropologic de Paris — The 

publications of the French society consist of its well-known Bulletins 
and a series of original Memoirs. In No. i, Vol. ix, of the Bulletins 
appears a reprint of the constitution and by-laws of the society, 
together with a list of its members. Four prizes, amounting to 
4500 francs, are awarded by the society for papers upon anthropo- 
logical subjects ; neither " sex, nationality, nor profession " debars 
any one from competition. 

In the first article of the constitution it is stated that the object 
of the society is the " scientific study of the races of mankind." By 
this definition the scope of its operations is so broad that we turn to 
its publications to learn how this study is carried on. The number 
of the Bulletins mentioned contains nine articles, including abstracts, 
three of which are upon somatological, and the remainder upon 
archaeological subjects. Important ethnographic papers are occa- 



